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context, that eruption of political, social and intellectual events which trans- 
formed late eighteenth and early nineteenth century Europe. All these 
previous failings have now been made good by Paret’s book, which is des- 
tined to become the standard treatment of the genesis of, and circumstances 
surrounding, the first systematised study of organised human violence. It is 
an added bonus to scholars that Professor Paret, by his determination to place 
Clausewitz in his proper historical background, has also provided valuable 
insights into the political and intellectual world of Prussia in the early nine- 
teenth century, thereby establishing a connection with his earlier book Yorck 
and the Era of Prussian Reform. With this present work, Professor Paret 


has confirmed all the previous indications of his high scholarship. 


P. M. KENNEDY 
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